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S.  WROATH,  Typ.,  South  Molton.  ’Phone  65. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report. 


The  Area  comprises  in  Acres  . . . 

Population,  1931 . 

Rateable  Value  . .  -  . .  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


117,432 
9,599 
£27,898 
£126  3s.  lOd. 


The  District  is  of  wide  extent,  entirely  Agricultural,  comprising 
28  Parishes. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Males.  Females.  Total, 
Live  Births — Legitimate  , 60  64  124 

Illegitimate....  2  2  4 


128 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Resident  Population  14  0  4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  England  and  Wales  ....  H*9 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ....  3  1  4 

Illegitimate  . .  Nil  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .  30  3 

Males.  Females.  T-'^^l. 

Deaths — All  Causes  .  76  61  137 

Deatli  Rato  jx  r  1.000  .  15  03, 

,,  ,,  per  1,000  England  and  Wales  .  12.4 


1 


Death  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Deaths. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes .  1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 


Total  Deaths. 


Legitimate  . 
Illegitimate  , 


Males. 

2 

2 

Nil 


Females. 

3 

3 

Nil 


Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  under  1  year  of  age 

39  per  1,000 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


40  per  1,000 
None 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Total  Deaths  .  137 

Cancer  . 17  12*4  % 

Hesrt  Disease . 41  29*9  ,, 

Pneumonia . 14  lO'i  ,, 

(''erebral  Haemorrhage  . 10  7-2  ,, 

Till  lerculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  6  4’3  ,, 

Influenza . 0  4-;) 


Bronchitis  and  other  Respiratory  Disease.  .8  ^  0  ,, 

Seven  died  from  the  effects  of  Old  Age. 

Tlu^re  were  two  Deaths  from  Violence  and  two  Suicides. 

Heart  Disease  accounts  for  nearly  one- third  of  the  total  deaths. 

Cancer  accounts  for  one  death  in  every  8  deaths. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).  .  .  .17  12.4  %  of  Total  Deaths. 

Measles  (all  ages)  ..0 
Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  .  .  0 

Diarrhma 

(under  2  years)  0 

I 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease — 

Scarlet  Fever  Diphtheria  Enteric  Erysipelas 
19  2  0  1 

Sonne’s  Dysentery — 2  Cases. 

The  Sonne  Dysentery  is  a  mild  type  due  to  the  Sonne  Vacillus. 

Scarlet  Fever  Cases  shew  an  increase  :  15  last  year,  except  for  this  the 
incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  is  low. 
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8  new  Cases  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


3  Non -Pulmonary — 


5  Pulmonary 


Male 

4  years. 

Female 

17  years 

Female 

Age  not  »iven. 

Female 

16  years. 

Female 

19  years. 

Male 

26  years 

Male 

29  years. 

Male 

65  years. 

Deaths — 

Pulmonary 


Total  6. 

Males.  Females. 
2  4 

(Age  29  years) 
(Age  65  years) 


Pneumonia.  Six  Oases  were  notified. 

Males.  Females. 

There  were  14  Deaths  11  3 

All  Cases  of  Pneumonia  are  not  notifiable. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

A  full-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A  full-time  Sanitaiy  Inspector  and  an  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Homes. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority. 

District  Nurses  are  provided  in  some  districts  by  A^oluntary 
Organisation. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  where  isolation  cannot  be 
Carrie  1  out  at  home,  and  when  for  Mother  reasons  isolation  away  from 
home  is  desirable  are  sent  to  Tiverton  Isolation  Hospital. 


Disease. 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted 

Notified.  to  Hospital.  Total  Deaths. 


f^mall  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric 
Diphtheria 

Piieiperal  Fever  Pj^rexia 
or  other  Puerpei’al  Causes 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery  Sonne’s 


0 

19 

0 

2 


0 

6 

2 


0  0 


0  0 


Disease. 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

10 

15  20  25  35 

45 

65 

and  over 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

2 

6 

0 

4 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever.  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

Other  Notifiable 
Diseases 

Ant.  Poliomvelitis 

- 

2 

1 

1 

(not 

acute) 


Admitted  to  Hospital — 

Diphtheria . 2  Cases. 

Scarlet  Fever _ 9  Cases. 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  a  fa^al  case. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary. 

Non  -  Pulmon  ary. 

5. 

Female . 16  years 

Female  . 19  ,, 

Male  . 26  ,, 

Male  . 29  ,, 

Male  . 65  ,, 

3. 

Male  . .  4  years. 

Female  17  ,, 

Female  Age  not  given. 

DEATHS. 

5. 

One 

3  Males,  29,  43  &  5(S  years 

One 

2  Females,  19  &  30  ,, 

65.  Elbow  Joint  Disease 

Midwives — 

The  District  Nurses. 


Laboratory  Facilities — 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  Exeter  and  are  of 
the  greatest  value  to  the  Medical  Profes.sion. 


Clinics — 

Welfare  Clinic  in  South  Molton. 

Orthopcjedic  Clinic  at  Barnstaple,  every  week. 

V.D.  Clinic  in  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe,  every  Friday. 

Women  ;  5.30  p.m. 

Men  :  6.30  p.m. 


Ambulance — 

South  Molton  and  District  Ambulance.  Very  usefLil  and  much 
used. 

For  Infectious  Cases — the  Ambulance  comes  from  Tiverton 
Isolation  Hospital. 


Hospitals — 

North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple. 
Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital. 

A  Cottage  Hospital  in  Ponth  Molton. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  Council  are  very  progressive  with  regard  to  the  provision  of 
adequate  Water  Supplies  in  the  Villages  in  the  District.  The 
Witheridge  Piped  Supply  has  required  attention  during  the  past  year 
and  the  Council  have  under  consideration,  a  Scheme  for  the  augmentation 
of  the  existing  supply  there,  and  in  due  course  other  Village  Supplies 
will  receive  similar  consideration,  and  the  Schemes  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  approval. 


Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  with  the  Housing  Inspection. 
This  year  we  shall  complete  our  inspection  of  the  district.  There  will 
however  be  no  cessation  of  our  activity  in  that  respect.  We  expect  to 
go  back  over  the  Villages  as  occasion  requires. 


The  detailed  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  follows. 


I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  Clerk,  Mr. 
Willey  who  has  been  of  the  greatest  help,  and  to  Mr.  Oxland  who  is  a 
very  able  and  pleasant  Officer  to  work  with. 


Wm.  GRADDON 


P.R.C.S.  Eng.,  M.13.,  B.S., 


MORTIMER, 

Lond.,  M.O.  of  Health. 
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SANITARY  inspector’s  REPORT 

for  the  Year  lO'iitf 
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WATER. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
a  piped  supply  of  water  for  the  Village  of  Kingsnympton,  was  completed. 

Water  of  excellent  quality,  is  derived  from  a  borehole  140ft.  Oin 
deep  from  which  it  is  raised  by  means  of  a  borehole  pump  operated  bv 
a  windmill  to  a  20,000  gallons  mass  concrete  reservoir,  from  where  it 
gravitates  to  the  Village. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  windmill  has  been  equal  to  all 
demands,  and  if  this  should  continue  to  be  the  case,  the  scheme  will  be 
most  inexpensive  to  maintain. 

87%  of  the  houses  in  the  Village  have  indoor  supplies  and  it  has 
only  been  necessary  to  provide  one  stand  pipe. 

The  fact  that  the  Council  bear  the  cost  of  tapping  the  main,  and 
piping  the  water  to  a  stopcock,  placed  as  near  as  possible  to  the  boundary 
of  the  premises  to  be  served,  is  a  great  help  and  incentive  to  house¬ 
holders  to  avail  themselves  of  an  indoor  supply. 

Proper  schemes  are  now  in  existence  at  North  Mol  ton,  Bishops - 
nympton,  Witheridge,  Chulmleigh,  Rackentord,  and  Xingsnympton, 
and  a  small  piped  supply  is  available  to  most  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Brayford.  This  latter  scheme  cannot  be  regarded  as  complete  however, 
as  tlie  head  is  insufficient  to  supply  all  the  houses  in  the  Village. 

The  l  emainder  of  the  Distiict  is  supplied  by  wells,  both  public 
and  private,  and  a  few  piped  supplies,  which  are,  however,  generally 
inadequate. 

Proper  schemes  are  desirable  in  the  following  Villages,  viz  :  — 
Chittleharnpton,  Molland,  Burlington,  Alswere,  Georgenympton,  and 
West  Buckland. 

Tlie  Council  are  alive  to  these  requirements,  but  owing  to  the 
great  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  other  directions  the  provision  of 
piped  supplies  to  all  these  places  will  take  time. 

Trial  pits  are  to  be  sunk  at  Burlington,  and  Georgenympton,  as 
a  preliminary  to  the  jiieparation  of  schemes  for  these  Villages. 

During  the  summer  the  level  of  water  in  the  tank  at  Rackenford 
decreased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  anxiety.  This  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  the  result,  of  a  shortage  of  water,  but  was  due  to  a  prolonged 
calm  ])eriod,  diuing  which  the  wijulmill  could  not  operate  sufficiently. 


This  is  to  be  remedied  before  the  advent  of  another  summer,  by 
the  introduction  of  an  engine  which  will  be  brought  into  use  when 
conditions  are  unfavourable  to  the  operativUi  to  the  windmill. 

Witheridge  also  suffered  to  some  extent,  and  it  is  evident  that 
additional  water  is  required  for  this  Village.  When  this  question  is 
considered,  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  pressure  in  the  mains  should 
also  be  gone  into,  as  unless  the  height  of  water  in  the  reservoir  is 
maintained  at  a  high  level,  wdiich  is  not  always  possible,  some  houses 
are  unable  to  obtain  an  adequate  supply. 

The  replacement  of  the  water  main  in  Shute  Street,  and  Leigh 
Load,  Chulmleigh,  made  necessary  as  a  result  of  the  existing  main 
becoming  extensively  coi'roded,  and  which  work  was  deferred  on  account 
of  the  heavy  programme  of  work  in  other  directions,  is  now  to  be 
carried  out. 

Short  extensions  of  the  water  mains  at  Bishopsnyrapton,  and 
Brayford,  have  been  made  as  the  result  of  housing  operations. 

Particulars  of  work  done  in  connection  with  water  supplies 


during  the  year,  are  as  follows  :  — 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with  private  supplies  36 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  from  existing  supplies  .  10 

No  (‘f  i  (  vv  water  supplies  provided  to  existing  houses  (excluding 

supplies  from  Public  Mains) . .  18 

of  water  supplies  to  existing  houses  improved  (excluding 

supplies  from  Public  Mains)  . .  .  . . .  15 

No  of  supplies  taken  into  existing  houses  from  Public  Mains  .  52 

No.  M  visits  to,  and  inspections  of,  Public  Water  Supplies  ....  60 


No  important  Sewerage  Works  have  been  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  a  small  Sewerage  and  Sewmge  Disposal 
8*cheme  for  Yeo  Mill,  West  Anstey,  on  two  occasions  but  as  only  one 
tender  was  received,  which  was  not  considered  reasonable,  the  execution 
of  the  scheme  has  been  delayed  until  a  satisfactory  tender  can  be 
obtained. 

Proper  Sewerage  and  modern  Sewage  Treatment  Works  are  in 
operation  at  North  Molton,  Bishopsnympton,  Witheridge,  West 
Buckland,  Rackenford,  and  Chittlehamholt. 

New  or  improved  Sewerage  Schemes  with  modern  Sewage 
Disposal  are  required  at  Chulmleigh,  Kingsnymptou,  Chittlehampton, 
Barrington,  Molland,  Mariansleigh,  and  Georgenympton. 
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Tlie  details  of  Drainage  Work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as 


follows : — 

No.  of  New  Drains  laid  to  existins:  houses  .  20 

No.  of  Extensions  of  Drains .  5 

No.  of  Drains  of  existing  premises  repaired .  1 

No.  of  Drains  cleared  .  . .  5 


Closet  Acccmmodatlon. 

No.  of  New  Closets  constructed  . .  20 

No.  of  Earth  Closets  and  Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  .  .  11 

No.  of  New  Closet  Pans  fixed  . .  16 

No.  of  Flushing  Cisterns  fixed  .  23 


Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  given  much  consideration  to 
the  question  of  Defuse  Collection  and  Disposal,  and  a  scheme  embracing 
the  wh(de  of  the  Villages  in  the  Rural  Area,  has  been  considered.  This 
has  not  been  decided  on,  but  additional  Collections  have  been  introduced 
in  the  following  Villages,  viz  : — West  Buckland,  Chittlehamoton, 
North  Volton,  and  Hishopsnympton.  The  Refuse  is  collected  by 
contract,  and  is  deposited  in  local  tips,  but  the  whole  subject  is  to  be 
reconsidered  shortly,  and  the  question  of  a  district  collection  disposed  oC 

In  any  event  Collections  will  be  introduced  at  Molland  and 
G  norgenvm  )ton,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  and  the  Villages  ot 
(diulmleigh  and  Witheridge  from  which  two  places  the  Refuse  has  been 
collected  for  some  years. 

A  Scheme  for  the  Collection  of  the  Refuse  from  the  whole  Area, 
and  its  disposal  at  one  place  has  many  advantages,  the  chief  of  whi(di 
would  be  the  abolition  of  the  many  uncontrolled  tips,  which  exist 
throughout  the  district. 

24  Inspections  of  Refuse  Tips  have  been  made. 

Nuisances. 

Six  complaints  as  to  nuisances  were  received  durijig  the  year, 
4  of  the  nuisances  were  abated  as  the  result  of  informal  action,  and  the 
remaining  2  following  the  service  of  statutory  notices. 

Schools. 

There  are  29  Public  Elementary  S(;hools  in  the  district  Several 
visits  have  been  paid  to  the  various  sehools,  and  in  one  case,  defects 
have  been  remedied  as  the  result  of  infuimal  aclion. 
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Disinfection. 


23  premises  were  disinfected  during  the  year,  following 
infectious  disease.  No  steam  disenfector  is  available  for  disinfecting 
bedding,  etc.,  and  this  has  of  necessity  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  rooms 
disinfected. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK. 

In  accordance  with  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council, 
131  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year.  All  these  samples  were 
taken  at  the  farms  at  the  time  of  production. 

Samples  are  reported  on  as  having  passed  or  failed,  a  pass  being 
milk  equal  to  the  Accredited  standard,  a  fail,  a  milk  below  that  standard. 

Of  the  131  samples  taken,  which  consisted  of  milk  from 
Accredited  producers,  suppliers  of  School  milk,  and  non -designated 
milks,  83  passed,  giving  a  percentage  of  passes  of  approximately  63  36, 
as  compared  with  last  year’s  percentage  of  82,  and  that  of  the  year 
before  of  76  47. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  year’s  percentage  of  passes  is  not  so 
good  as  the  percentages  of  passes  during  the  two  preceding  years,  and 
this  is  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  standard. 

In  all  cases  where  samples  are  returned  as  having  failed,  the  farms 
are  visited,  and  instructions  given  in  clean  milk  production. 

Repeat  samples  are  taken  at  a  later  date  when  generally  the 
milk  reaches  the  required  standard. 

Repeat  samples  in  addition  to  the  Methylene  blue  test  are  tested 
for  bacterial  count,  and  B.  Coli  content,  and  it  is  necessary  for  the 
sample  to  pass  all  three  tests  before  being  considered  satisfactory. 

The  cowsheds  continue  to  improve,  and  producers  of  milk  are 
generally  becoming  more  and  more  interested  in  clean  milk  production. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat. 

There  are  11  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  8  registered  and 
3  licenced. 

The  registered  Slaughterhouses  generally  are  badly  situated  in 
relation  to  present  day  thought  and  requirements.  No  bad  or  diseased 
meat  was  found  during  the  year,  and  no  emergency  slaughter  was 
reported. 

It  is  impossible  for  this  branch  of  the  work  to  receive  anything' 
like  the  attention  it  demands. 
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26  Slaughtermen  are  licenced  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933. 

The  Butchers  complain  that  whereas  a  man  has  to  hold  a  licence 
to  slaughter  an  animal  in  a  slaughterhouse,  an}' one  can  slaughter  an 
occasional  pig  outside. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  12  Bakehouses  in  the  urea  which  are  kept  in  a  sanitary 
condition,  and  there  has  been  no  complaint  concerning  them. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  12  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  for 
rehousing  purposes. 

20  houses  are  at  present  in  course  of  erection,  8  at  Witheridge  for 
rehousing  persons  to  be  displaced  from  a  Clearance  area,  8  at  Kings- 
nympton  for  rehousing  persons  displaced  from  individual  houses  as  the 
result  of  Action  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  and  4  at 
Brayford,  being  erected  without  subsidy  to  make  good  a  shortage  of 
houses. 


The  Council's  immediate  housing  programme  is  as  follows  : — 

8  houses  at  Burrington. 

2  ,,  ,,  Bomansleigh. 

8  ,,  ,,  Rose  Ash. 

25  ,,  ,,  Chulmleigh. 

6  ,,  ,,  Georgenympton. 

11  clearance  orders  have  been  made  during  the  year  involving  30 
houses  housing  76  persons. 

11  houses  have  been  reconditioned  under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts,  making  a  total  of  86  reconditioned  houses  in  the  area 
since  the  introduction  of  the  1926  Act. 

55  notices  under  S.  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  have  been  served, 
and  in  all  but  10  cases  undei takings  have  been  accepted. 

In  40  casfs  undertakings  to  render  the  houses  fit,  have  been 
accepted.  In  two  cases  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  to  become 
operative  on  the  expiration  of  present  tenancies,  in  three  cases  action  is 
incompleted,  and  in  the  remaining  10  cases  demolition  orders  have 
been  made. 

Housing  Statistics. 

I.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the 


year  for  housin,"  dpfects .  292 

!  b)  No  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  663 
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(2)  (a)  NiiDiber  of  dwelling  houses  'included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above 'i  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  190 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .....  376 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  .  .  85 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclussive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head^  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  193 

II.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers .  64 


III.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  ......  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices. 


(a)  By  Owner  . . . .  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  0 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  the  remedied  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  the  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  Owners  .  . .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  0 
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0.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders .  2 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  0 

(2;  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  wdiich  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit. 

A.  G.  OXLAND,  A.E.S.L,  M.S.LA., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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